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NATURAL RESOURCES: MASTER OF
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY/
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NATURAL
RESOURCES (MELP/MSNR)
All students must meet the Requirements for the Master's Degree

OVERVIEW
The Master of Environmental Law and Policy (MELP)/Master of
Science in Natural Resources (MSNR) Dual Degree Program offered
by Vermont Law and Graduate School's Environmental Law Center
and the University of Vermont’s Rubenstein School of Environment
and Natural Resources gives students an opportunity to deepen
their graduate education by integrating significant aspects of the
complementary disciplines of environmental law, policy, and science.

Each school applies its own grading system to students in the
program. Students must be in good academic standing at both
schools to remain in the program. Each school issues its own
transcript.

After completing the requirements for either degree, students will
receive a diploma from the appropriate school and may attend
graduation.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Requirements for Admission to Graduate Studies for
the Degree of Master of Science at the University of
Vermont
Undergraduate degree in an appropriate field in the sciences,
social sciences, or humanities/fine arts, and three letters of
recommendation attesting to the candidate's academic potential
for graduate work and motivation for pursuing this degree. Most
successful applicants to this highly competitive program have strong
academic credentials and experience in an environmental or natural
resource-related job, internship, or other related activity.

Students interested in the Dual Degree Program are required to apply
separately to each school. Each school admits students according
to its own criteria for admission. Dual Degree applicants may be
interviewed by admissions officials at both schools, when appropriate.
Students may apply for admission to the Dual Degree Program at any
time prior to the awarding of the degrees. As of 2018, the Rubenstein
School no longer requires a GRE exam for admissions.

Students admitted to the Dual Degree Program will have academic
advisors in each school. These advisors assist with curriculum
planning, program requirements, and similar matters. Advisors are
faculty members familiar with the course requirements for UVM.

Minimum Degree Requirements at the University of
Vermont
Students in the Dual Degree Program may earn both degrees with
a total of 42 credits, of which at least 6 coursework credits must

be at the 6000-level. Students must meet each school's degree
requirements, including required courses and thesis preparation.
Students take a minimum of 21 credits at VLGS toward the M.E.L.P.
degree and a minimum of 21 credits at UVM toward the M.S.
(Natural Resources) degree. Students may transfer a maximum of 9
credits between the 2 programs. Courses to be transferred must meet
the requirements of the Dual Degree Program. Transferred credits
may be applied toward both degrees.

Students have a maximum of 5 years to complete the Dual Degree
Program. Course credits to be transferred must be taken within that
5-year period.

Requirement Description Credits

NR 6070 Applied Ecol., Env. & Society 2

NR 6060 Envisioning a Sust Future 2

15 to 27 credits of course work in related fields 15-27

A public research seminar presented at the annual graduate student
symposium

A research proposal

A comprehensive examination

At least 3 credits of project research (NR 6392), or 6 to 15 credits of
thesis research (NR 6391)

An oral defense of the thesis or project is required of all students

Comprehensive Examination at the University of
Vermont
A written comprehensive examination is required for all Master's
students. Generally taken during a student's third or fourth semester,
the examination will cover broad knowledge of the student's
discipline. The questions and content of the examination and its form
(written, or both written and oral depending on the requirements of
each concentration) are decided upon by the Studies Committee and
will be discussed with the student well in advance of the exam.

The format of this exam will be as follows:

• In no instance will the written exam period be less than 2 days
or more than 7. The committee members will specify whether
students will have access to outside materials such as books,
lecture notes, articles, reading notes, etc., to develop responses.
In order to encourage succinct and focused writing, committee
members are encouraged to specify a maximum page length for
answers to each question.

• The primary advisor will collect the questions from each
committee member and provide the student 1 set of questions
per day (day defined as 8-12 hours). The student will send the
answer(s) to the full committee at the end of each day.

• For those in concentrations whose Studies Committees elect
to require an oral exam, the oral exam will focus on the subject
areas from the written exam, particularly any weak areas. The
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oral exam, when applicable, will follow within 1 month of
satisfactory completion of written exam. The underlying intent
is an opportunity to provide clarity to weak areas of the written
portion of the exam.  Therefore, questions are limited to the
subject areas originally designated and seek to discern if students
have the knowledge that is essential to understand information in
their field of study.

• The oral exam, as applicable, shall be presided over by the Chair
of the Studies Committee. Its recommended duration is 2 hours
and should not exceed 3.

Requirements for Advancement to Candidacy for
the Degree of Master of Science at the University of
Vermont
Successful completion of any required courses, and at least 15 graded
graduate credits earned at UVM in compilation of the graduate
GPA. A GPA of 3.00 or greater is also required. After successfully
completing both the Thesis/Project Proposal and Written/Oral
Comprehensive Examination, students will be advanced to candidacy
for the M.S.
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